
French army. The inspector-general of the French army has
written a report expressing most cordial thanks for the
great services rendered by this American contingent, which
consists of Americans and is entirely self-supported as
regards finance. On one occasion, it successfully withdrew
400 wounded from a town which was in imminent danger of
falling into the hands of the enemy.

OPEN-AIR TREATMENT OF TYPHUS FEVER

The prevalence of typhus fever in Serbia, to which several
of the British and American physicians and nurses who have
gone to the assistance of that country have succumbed, gives
the disease a special interest just now. In a letter to the
Times, Sir Clifford Allbutt has suggested open-air treatment.
In the sixties of last century he was in charge of a fever
hospital at Leeds during an outbreak of typhus of which the
mortality was very heavy. In consequence of a remark of the
late Professor Rolleston of Oxford concerning the "Irish
fever," that "not a few of the patients carried out into the
hedge bottoms as moribund, nevertheless recovered," he was
led to test open-air treatment as a principle of cure. He
had the staff warmly clad and all the windows taken out
or screwed firmly open. The mortality of all cases fell
promptly from between 16 and 17 per cent, to 6 or 7 per cent.,
and the infective activity was much reduced. He therefore
strongly urges that in Serbia every typhus fever patient
should be carried out into the open air, in wet weather with
a waterproof coverlid for sufficient protection, and that every
attendant should wear glazed cotton overalls and protect the
neck and hair in like manner.

PARIS LETTER

Paris, April 22, 1915.
The War

MEDICO-SURGICAL STATISTICS OF THE WAR

The minister of war has decided to draw up for the
present war medico-surgical statistics analogous to those
which were drawn up for the Crimean and Italian wars. The
material will be obtained from statistical bulletins, of which
each one will represent a patient discharged from the hos¬
pital for any cause whatsoever (death, removal to another
hospital or to a convalescent station, etc.). So far as the
wounded are concerned, the data to be noted on the statis¬
tical bulletin will comprise the place and date of the wound,
the interval in hours between the moment of the wound
and the first medical dressing, the detailed diagnosis, the
nature of the agent producing the wound (ball, shell,
shrapnel, sidearm, etc.) the region wounded, the tissue
injured, the infection which has followed (gaseous gangrene,
tetanus, etc.) the complications (secondary hemorrhage,
abscess, etc.) the surgical procedures, the anatomic and
functional consequences and the termination.

THE REEDUCATION OF CRIPPLES

A Société de rééducation des blessés et mutilés de la guerre
has just been formed at Pau and has founded an institute
of mechanotherapy. The society has assvimed the responsi¬
bility for the purchase of apparatus and the provision of
porters for the work. The institute will be administered
under military authority. The purpose of the society com¬

prises the gratuitous provision of apparatus for alleviating
the infirmities resulting from mutilations ; the reeducation
of cripples by theoretical instruction and by practical
work so that they may be able to practice a livelihood
in accordance with their aptitudes ; search for appropriate
employment. The society will receive and maintain at Pau
wounded and crippled men who wish to learn a trade which
is easily mastered; food and lodging as well as mechano-
therapeutic care will be given free.
The establishment of a similar school for the professional

reeducation of cripples at Bordeaux is under consideration.
EXAMINATION OF THE CONSCRIPTS OF 1917

The ministerial decree with regard to the formation of
the 1917 class reminds the councils of revision and the
physician experts that the examination of the young men
of the 1917 class should be made with the greatest care
because of the age of these conscripts, many of whom have
not attained their full physical development. A severe
selection, therefore, should be made, and the physicians
should seek with especial care for all signs of insufficient
functional vigor of the organism. They should be especially
keen to discover symptoms of tuberculosis or of prédis-

position to that disease. They should always examine care¬
fully the medical certificates presented by the men under
examination.

CHARCOAL COTTON IN THE DRESSING OF WOUNDS

Recently, Professor Delorme, inspector-general of the
military medical service, has recommended iodized char¬
coal as an application to a wound to insure disinfection
and to dry up secretions. Dr. Maurice Champeaux has drawn
attention in the Journal des Praticiens to the absorbent
value of charcoal employed in another way. Why not
increase the value of absorbent cotton by combining it with
a substance having the same absorbent properties and pos¬
sessing also a disinfectant and deodorizing property? Dr.
Champeaux makes a dressing consisting of several layers
of the absorbent cotton, alternating them with layers of
powdered vegetable charcoal sprinkled on with an insufflator.
This increases the absorbent properties of the dressing and
tends to prevent soiling of the surface by the secretions
issuing from the wounds.

Statistics of Population in 1914
The government has just published statistics, covering

the first half of the year 1914, with regard to the population
of France except the five departments invaded by the enemy,
data on which are not available. These statistics indicate
a deplorable state of affairs. The number of births has
diminished during this period by 3,971. In 1914 there were
331,398 births in place of 335,369 in 1913. As the deaths
increased by 20,845, it appears that the population of France
during the first half of the past year—that is to say in
time of peace—diminished by 24,816.

Cheap Dwellings in 1914
The activity of the Oeuvres de construction d'habitations

à bon marché produced extremely interesting results in the
department of the Seine before the declaration of war. Dur¬
ing the first eight months of 1914, separate dwellings and
apartment houses were constructed to a number almost
equal to the total in 1913. A point which ought to be men¬
tioned particularly is with regard to the "certificates of
salubrity." Out of a hundred individual dwelling houses,
about eighty obtained this certificate, while of a hundred
apartment houses only half obtained it. Undoubtedly, it
is much easier to insure hygienic conditions in a small
house than in a barrack. Moreover, figures prove that the
modest constructor (workman or employee) of the little
individual house takes more care than the rich man to
build his house healthfully and in conformity with the
hygienic regulations of the committee of patronage of the
Oeuvres de construction d'habitations à bon marché. These
figures show also that the builder of apartment houses seeks
too often to economize space at the expense of sanitation. Of
course, the increase in the price of land, material and labor
renders it more difficult to comply with the intent of the law.
While recognizing the difficulty, the committee of patronage
believes that it is always and everywhere possible to comply
with the rules of hygiene and that the committee should
therefore maintain its standards in the interests of the labor¬
ing population and the large families which are to be espe¬
cially protected.

Marriages
Edward Milo Victorine, M.D., Cedar Rapids, Iowa, to

Miss Fern R. Smith of Marble Rock, Iowa, at Iowa City,
Iowa, April 15.
Earle Montgomery Young, M.D., Plankinton, S. D., to

Miss Laura Culbert of Sioux Rapids, S. D., April 14.
William J. Gilbert, M.D., to Airs. Rosa Wilken, both of

New Orleans, at Gulfport, Miss., April 22.
Richard Clarence Beeee, M.D., Lewes, Del., to Miss Edna

Thompson of Paulsboro, N. J., April 28.
Arthur A. Husser, M.D., Hingham, Mont., to Mrs. Bertha

M. McCrary of Havre, Mont, April 20.
James Samuel Shaffer, M.D., to Miss Mignon Warrick,

both of Terre Haute, Ind., April 10.
Clair R. Cannon, M.D., Ellsworth, Wis., to Miss Annabel

M. Barnett of St. Paul, April 19.
Joseph Francis Geisinger, M.D., to Miss Caroline Bragg,

both of Richmond, Va., April 27.
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